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SHTHIE RS\ AER
The Story of My Violin Family HHEER 644F

All my Pui Ching classmates called me "Ah C" since | am the
No. 3 son of our well respected mathematics teacher Wong Yat-
Chiu (FRFEZHAT). After watching one of my Form 2 class-
mates played the violin, I asked my parents to let me learn how
to play that too. Under the guidance of the best violin teacher,
Mr. Wan Jim May, I progressed rather quickly, winning several
awards at the Hong Kong School Music Festivals during my
high school years. However, after high school, I pretty much
stopped playing violin for about 25 years while busy pursuing
my BS & MS degrees in EE, as well as raising my family. Our
son and daughter both played violin and other band instruments
during their school years. They were so good in the violin that I
was afraid to pick that up again until they went off to colleges.

Unlike me, my son kept up with his violin playing by being in
the 1st violin section in his UC Berkeley Symphony Orchestra
while he was working for his BS degree in Neurobiology. After
that, he worked for UCSF doing Alzheimer’s Disease research
work for couple of years. He then got married and moved up to
Seattle to continue his PhD program in Neurobiology while his
wife was pursuing her Law Degree at the University of Wash-
ington. Couple of years later, they had their twin boys!!!! By
that time, he was ready to start his PhD thesis. However, one
night we got a surprising phone call from him letting us know
that he decided to pursue a Masters Degree in Violin Perfor-
mance instead. It was just too tough to take care of the twins at
home and those mice in the lab in the middle of the night as well.
In order to support their decision, I gave my beloved $60K 1908
Giulio Degani Italian violin to him so that he could make better
use of it.

That was about 12 years ago. Even though I still had the violin
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I played when I was in high school, I was thinking of getting
my dream violin to replace the Degani. However, getting one of
those 18th century Italian violins was out of the question since
only the very rich could be able to afford them. As a result, |
decided to look for a contemporary violin maker to commission
one. After an extensive research, I decided to commission one
from one of the most respected and well known violin makers
in the world, Joseph Curtin, who lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
(He later won the $500K MacArthur Fellowships in 2005 for his
accomplishments in violin making.) After waiting for almost a
year, I finally received my 2003 Joseph Curtin violin through Fe-
dEx on Dec 23, 2003. My best Christmas gift ever even though
I had to pay for it. This dream violin looks spectacular and has a
wonderful sound. It is now worth about $47,000.

Since my retirement from HP and Agilent Technologies 5
years ago after working there for 37 years, I play a lot of ten-
nis, badminton and ping pong with my wife, Amy, to keep us in
shape. I also started to put my violin playing in my bathroom to
some good use, entertaining the old folks at the nearby retire-
ment facilities in Santa Rosa, CA. They seem to really enjoy my
playing and I sure have a lot of fun doing that!!!!

Joseph Curtin (Front) “Ah C” At Work Joseph Curtin (Back)

Editor’s Note: “Ah C” has been entertaining our Bay Area Pui Ching alumni and
friends at the Peninsula Table Tennis Club, Burlingame, for the past two years.
And we expect his repeat performance in 2015. Please make an effort to stop by
and enjoy his violin music with us. Note that you don’t have to be a ping pong
player to attend this special event.
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