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Australia Trip Report

e

Can't believe it's been 50 years already since we

graduated from Pui Ching. It turns out that our 50th
reunion timeframe coincides with Pui Ching Global
Reunion at Australia. Albert (583=#£) and Cordia (%P8
%) were kind enough to arrange for our own private
tour starting from Sydney. Since Roger and | (5% )
have never been to this part of the world, we decided
tojoinin. And somewhat last minute, we also decided
to join SM Chung (#215F8) and his wife (41 ) for the
Melbourne's activities. What a trip!! Below is a quick
trip report that | would like to share with you. Hope you
enjoy reading it and bring back fond memories for those
who were at the trip.

MELBOURNE

10/21/15 Wednesday

With much anticipation, we flew in from Hong Kong to
Melbourne and checked in at Westin hotel. Welcome
dinneris to be held at Shark Fin House (B4 ) in
Chinatown. It's only a short walk from the hotel, but

it had some uphill walking and it was quite windy. It
took us longer to get there. By the time we were at the
restaurant, it was filled with people already. SM Chung
represented our class so he was seated at the VIP table.
We ended up with some of the former and current
teachers at Pui Ching and had great conversation. Meal
was delicious and much better than our usual fare that




we found in Seattle. Service was great considering the
number of tables and we had a great time. So glad we
got to meet so many people and found out more about
Pui Ching's current state.

10/22/15 Thursday

We met up with the tour guide at Mercure Welcome Hotel
in the morning. This is where most everyone stayed.
Again another short walk from Westin Hotel, but the
location was great. Note to self, we'll book this hotel

if we are to come back to Melbourne. Tour guide took

us for a general city tour via the "free" city tram. It gave
us a good opportunity to see all the sites. However, we
ended up busy conversing with other Pui Ching alums the
whole time. Some were in class of 57. They talked about
162258 and #P32E as if it was just yesterday. What great
memory!!

For lunch, Benjamin Chui (Sydney's & ; Global
Reunion's head organizer) took us to buffet at
Melbourne's casino. It was a great choice. After lunch,
SM Chung had to leave to meet up with other friends and
we were off to Philip Island to see the penguins. This
turned out to be the highlight of the tour. It was so cold
and windy sitting at the bench waiting for the penguins
to show up but was totally worth it. | didn't realize how
small they are and smelly as well. Our granddaughter
loves penguin and would have enjoyed watching them.
Miss our grandkids already!

10/23/15 Friday

Today's tour is to visit Great Ocean Road & 12 Apostles. It
was a long 4 hours drive . The 12 Apostles were formed
from caves that eventually collapsed into rocks isolated
from the shore. While they were beautiful to look at

and part of the "must see” for Melbourne, | wasn't sure
whether it was worth such a long drive. But allin all, we
had a good time.

SYDNEY

10/24/15 Saturday

We flew from Melbourne to Sydney today. Albert has
booked us at the IBIS Hotel at Darling Harbor and has
already checked us in and handed us the key. What
great service. While he was waiting for the rest of the
classmates to show up, Roger and | took the light rail to

Paddy's Market. It was really easy from the hotel and the
BBQ pork/duck noodle at the food court was absolutely
yummy. By the time we got back to the hotel, most
classmates™** have shown up. We had Vietnamese Pho
for dinner near the hotel and then watched firework from
the hotel's bar afterwards. Love Sydney!!

10/25/15 Sunday

Today's the "main event” day for Global Reunion. It
started with Opera house tour, group photo, harbour
cruise with lunch, and then grand dinner at Sky Phoenix
Restaurant. Class of 75 members had their uniforms
(wind breaker and pant) during the whole event. Wish
we had ours on hand too. There were many Pui Ching
students, both primary and high school, who came to
the event. We snapped lots of pictures with them in it. It
was so memorable. They also entertained us during the
harbour cruise. We sang #2#t and & 3E# so many times,
even Roger can do "#31E Ray Ray Ray". What fun!!

Sky Phoenix Restaurant sat on top of a shopping mall and
it was of good size. Our class had 2 tables. it was great

to be called individually to come up to the stage for our
50th "certificate”. | felt so proud.

10/26/15 Monday

We started our Sydney tour today with Blue Mountain
Day Tour. John, aka "happy" our tour guide, picked us
up at Darling Harbor. He came with a small van and had
hard time fitting in all our luggage (including David Lee's
"the big ones"). We ended up detouring to our next hotel
(hotel Liverpool) to drop off luggage before the tour.

We saw the three sisters at Blue Mountain. It was a windy
day and we didn't stay too long for photo op.

Tonight we started our /\ZX—% experience.

10/27/15 Tuesday

We were supposed to visit a winery, but John told us
that grape is not in season??? We ended up at Nan Tien
Temple instead. It was supposed to be the largest
Buddhist Temple in the Southern Hemisphere. Lunch
was very simple. We dined with bunch of kids. In the
afternoon, we spent most of our time in the coffee house

prior to end of tour.



CAIRNS

10/28/15 Wednesday

We flew from Sydney to Cairns today. Our driver met us
at the airport and took us to Hotel Cairns. This time he
came with a luggage trailer. No more squeezing. What
arelief. From this point on, we were "self guided" with
Albert being our tour leader. No more "happy" until
Brisbane.

10/29/15 Thursday

Today we visited Great Barrier Reef. Our driver picked

us up from the hotel and dropped us off by the pier. We
were somewhat clueless, but eventually managed to
exchange our ticket and went on a boat ride. There were
lots of Chinese tourists from mainland on the boat. It
was fun striking up conversation with them. Being on
our own, we learned the trick to be firstin line for lunch.
We then signed up for the semi submerged submarine
and saw a bunch of fishes. It was beautiful, but | wish we
could see more varieties.

10/30/15 Friday

In the morning, we visited the Kuranda Rain Forest and
rode on the Army Duck. It was quite interesting.

In the afternoon, we flew back to Brisbane and were
taken to the Sapphire Resort Brisbane Hotel. Cordia
and Andy (from New Zealand, whom we haven't seen
for 50 years) were at the hotel lobby when we arrived.
They were to join us for the portion from Brisbane

to Gold Coast. Steak dinner was then served at the
restaurant adjacent to the hotel. Unfortunately, the
meal was prepared ahead of time and our "medium rare”
order all turned into "well done". We were somewhat
disappointed. On top of that, the hotel did not have
elevator. Poor David with his 3 huge suitcases. A bunch
of us decided to vacate our room and move to Hilton,
starting of our mutiny.

GOLD COAST

10/31/15 Saturday

Cordia invited us to visit her home. She was most
hospitable. She then took us to visit the Story Bridge,
Custom House, and also lunch at George's Paragon
Seafood Restaurant. Lunch was fantastic. Thank you,
Cordia.

After lunch, we started our journey to Gold Coast. This

time, our hotel, Watermark Hotel at Surfers Paradise was

very nice. We were now happy campers once again.

11/1/15 Sunday

We did the Paradise Country Tour today and attended
some of the shows. I didn't know the sheep was that
smart but boy, were they smelly.

BRISBANE

11/2/15 Monday

Today's highlight was to visit Griffith University, where
Cordiais the director for Environment and Population
Health. | loved the tour and was so very proud of Cordia
and her achievement. | could go back to school anytime.

Again, we were to stay at the Sapphire Resort and
decided to check-in at Hilton instead. Thanks to Albert
and Julia's Hilton's status, we were booked into the club
level and enjoyed our evening drinks with them.

11/3/15 Tuesday

This was the end of our Australia tour. We opted to take
it easy and did nothing. Tonight we flew back to Hong
Kong.

*Classmates who were part of our

Australia tour:

Betty Lai

Betsy Chan

Alfred & Maria Chiu

David & Helena Lee

Mrs Kielbasa Su Hsiang (Helena's sister)
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Stephen & Violet Seung
Clara Chan

Francis & Gen Hung
Albert & Julia Cheung
Roger & Yvonne Wong
SM #A# Chung

Cordia Chu

“joined us from Brisbane and on

Rosie & Arnold Lee

* friends of Albert from #Z

Michael Wong (from Sydney)

*“joined us for Global Reunion Day only
Andy Li (from New Zealand)

“joined us from Brisbane to Gold Coast
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