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In Loving Memory of 1% Brian Yu Hou Wong

On May 18, 1944, Brian Yu-Hou Wong + > 5% was born
to Wang Ching-Chien T B##[ (1897-1972) and Wong Hai-
Chien LUI £ H{# (1908-1997) in Sui-Yuen Province in
northern China #%%2 % , P © In birth order, he was the sixth
of seven surviving siblings : Yu-Ngor £ (1926-2008) ,
Wun-Ngor 44 , Yu-Loon *J#E, Yu Fung £ JEl, Yu-Shing ¥
% and Yu Ping P o

In 1949, Brian’s family emigrated to Hong Kong 75,
where he attended Pui Ching Middle School #%1FEH£2 (1963
EA4t) ° From 1963 to 1967, he studied chemistry at National
Taiwan University in Taipei 57 2 K2 | 5k, graduating
with a Bachelor of Science 221 degree. In 1967, he
began working as a teaching assistant at the Department of
Chemistry in Chung Chi College 5252t at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong 7 H13CK %2 © During this time,
he met fellow teaching assistant, Susan Soo-San Sim £ Z i

In 1969, Brian and Susan ventured to Ontario, Canada %
KBEE , %K to pursue graduate studies in chemistry at the
University of Western Ontario and the University of Windsor,
respectively. In 1971, both of them graduated with Master
of Science FLEEAH 1= degrees. Notwithstanding the physical
distance between Brian and Susan, their love for each other
grew and they married in London, Ontario in 1971 °

In 1972, the young couple moved to Edmonton, Alberta,
BRAESENETT , FTAT(135 4 , where Brian began his career as a
research chemist. In 1975, they had their first son, Allen Sai-
Yee 5%, followed in 1978 by their second son, Peter Sai-Lai
A& o In 1980, the Wong family moved to Toronto 2%
T ° In 1986, they returned to Edmonton, which has remained
their home ever since. From 1991 until has retirement in
2003, Brian operated his own technology consulting business
known as Coaltech Systems Inc. In 2003, Brian witnessed the
marriage of Allen to Carole Michelle Lamoureux.

In the last decade, Brian became a well-known and

respected figure in the Edmonton Chinese community.
Between 1999 and 2008, he published over three hundred fifty
articles in The Chinese journal (Edmonton) FEHEH under
the pseudonym Wong Tai Sin F K Alll (a playful modification
to the name of the popular deity Wong Tai Sin #KAlll) °

These article commented on current events and philosophized
about human behaviour and life experience. The majority of
this body of work was divided into three collections entitled
“RIEARPLEE” But Tou But Faai (1999) , “#H 5 BLRESE” Wu
Yin Lyun Yu (2003) and “ % 5 #k4- %> Ceon Haa Cau Dung
(2006) -°

As well, Brian generously shared his enthusiasm for
classical Beijing opera. In 2001, he founded the Edmonton
Beijing Opera Association to promote awareness of the art
form. Under his Presidency until 2007, the Association staged
three major performances in Edmonton: 5k 2 7% Night of
Opera” (2002) ; “ 512 7K Night of Beijing Opera” (2004) ;
and “ 1 Z 4L Blossoms in Snow” (2007). The Association
also held numerous smaller performances and sponsored art
and Chinese writing contests for school children. In addition,
he wrote the explanatory text “ 3|53k Ging Kek Cin
Taam (2002) and interpreted twenty-one Beijing Opera stories
in “ BB A4 4E” Hei Kek Yun Saang (2003)

In 2005, Brian delighted in the arrival of his grandson
Simon Ming-Yi HA%X , the first of three children born to Allen
and Carole Michelle. His joy only increased with the arrival
of his granddaughters: Mia Rose Ming Li HJ in 2007;
and Emma Ming-Si F1 in 2009. In the time he had with
his cherished grandchildren, he happily indulged them and
became their much beloved “Papa”.

At the time of his sudden passing on September 12,
2009, Brian is survived by his wife, two sons, daughter-in-law
and three grandchildren, all of who greatly loved him and will
deeply miss him.
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Sept. 7, 1948 - July 3,2010

GRANGER - Pit-Mann Wong, 61, a
professor of mathematics at the University of
Notre Dame, passed away Saturday morning,
July 3,2010, in Saint Joseph’s Regional
Medical Center following a battle with liver
cancer. He will be remembered fondly by
family and friends, students and colleagues,
for a life filled with great contributions to his
field, and for his indefatigable compassion,
love of young people, and sense of humor.
Pit-Mann was born in Shantou, a port city in
southern China, on Sept. 7, 1948, but grew
up in Hong Kong. Upon graduating from
Pui Ching secondary school in 1967, Pit-Mann was the first-
ranked high school student in Hong Kong. He went on to
major in mathematics at National Taiwan University where he
graduated in 1971. He then moved to South Bend to pursue a
Ph.D. in mathematics at the University of Notre Dame under
the direction of Professor Wilhelm Stoll. After completing
his doctorate in 1976, he served as an assistant professor of
mathematics at Tulane University and Rice University. He
rejoined Notre Dame in 1980 and became a full professor in
1985. During his tenure at Notre Dame, he served as a visiting
member of the Institute of Advanced Studies in Princeton,
N.J., and as an Alfred P. Sloan Fellow at Harvard University.
He devoted his entire career to complex analysis and complex
geometry, and specifically to Nevanlinna theory, which deals
with value distribution of holomorphic functions. His book
“Theory of Complex Finsler Geometry and Geometry of
Intrinsic Metrics” was recently published. Pit-Mann served
on many committees in the Department of Mathematics, the
College of Science and the university, including Faculty Senate,
Graduate Committee, Director for Graduate Studies, Executive
Committee, Award Committee and College Council. Pit-Mann’s
passion for research was matched by his joy of teaching.
Former students remember him for his ability to illuminate
mathematics, which he described to them as “a beauty contest,”

such that even the least inclined would come to
appreciate the beauty of his field. His talent for
inspiring and energizing students is evidenced
by his many teaching awards at Notre Dame,
including the Frank O’Malley Teaching Award
in 2001, the Kaneb Teaching Award in 2002,
the Madden Teaching Award in 2003, and the
Shilts-Lenard Teaching Award in 2009. He
greatly cherished the enormous outpouring of
support from his students for the Shilts-Lenard
nomination. In honor of his 60th birthday, a
conference on Value Distribution Theory and
Complex Geometry was organized in 2009 by
Academia Sinica in Taipei, Taiwan. He was
an internationally recognized scholar who was well supported
by National Science Foundation grants and was regularly
invited to speak at many international conferences including
the 4th International Congress of Chinese Mathematicians in
2007. Pit-Mann was also known for his love of science fiction,
history, classical music, story-telling, and coaching his son’s
soccer teams. Pit-Mann is survived by his wife of 34 years,
Priscilla (Fong) Wong; his son, Ping-Yu Wong of Granger,
IN; his daughter, Dr. Serre-Yu Wong and her fiancé, Dr. Rohit
Chandwani, both of New York, NY; three brothers, Pit-Kin
Wong, Dr. Pit-See Wong and Dr. Pit-Wang Wong, all of Hong
Kong; a sister, Pit-Yee (Wong) Chow of Hong Kong; and a
brother, Pit-Kwong Wong of Shanghai. He was preceded in
death by his parents and an older brother. He will be greatly
missed by his family, friends, colleagues, students, and
trademark yellow fleece. Visitation will be held from 4-8 p.m.
Thursday, July 8, 2010, in the Kaniewski Funeral Home, 3545 N.
Bendix Drive, South Bend, IN, where a prayer service will be
held at 7:30 p.m. A funeral Mass will be held at 10 a.m. Friday,
July 9, 2010, in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, University of
Notre Dame. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the University of Notre Dame Pit-Mann Wong
Memorial Fund, c/o Carol Hennion, 1100 Grace Hall, Notre
Dame, IN 46556.
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