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This is a new silk road trip for 2008. Againitis 17
days.

The departure from USA s 9/11(THU). The return to
USAis 9/18(SUN).
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The starting city will be either Beijing or Canton,
depending on plane ticket. Personally | prefer
Canton. In this case we can stay in Canton

after the trip for a few days before going home.
There is no direct flight from SF to Canton. You can
take connecting flight to From HK to Canton or you
stay in HK and take a train.

The price will be fixed in April.

Dear Relatives and Friends

EEE

Our year 2007 began with wedding bells in
San Jose for one of our two god-daughters! It was
followed by a mistaken teaching trip that took Dora
to Oakland, Michigan instead of Oakland, California
in the midst of a snow storm in late February! Little
did she know, it was to reconnect her with a dear
roommate from her Berkeley days for the first time
after over 30 years! With gray hair on their heads,
they still stayed up chatting till 2:00 a.m., waking up
the next morning wondering who fell asleep first, just
like they did in the good old days! No, John did not
accompany her this time, because as soon as he
graduated from Hope College, Michigan, he had
promised himself never to return to those freezing
temperatures in the winter time!

In the summer, Dora and her two fellow-
authors of j§A Passion for Fullness;” celebrated the
tenth anniversary of its publication by giving copies
of its second edition published in 2004 to Chinese
Seminary graduates in Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore and the US. Then, along with supportive
friends and spouses', they attended a Conference in
Denver, Colorado, at which their contribution to
biblical equality between men and women was
honored, followed by a vacation to the Rocky
Mountains. The celebration was shared by over 20
other Chinese woman ministers in Fresno a couple
of months later at the annual retreat of the Fullness
in Christ Fellowship (FiCF), established in 2001 as a
result of their book publication.

When the wildfire broke out in San Diego in
October, Dora and her two friends were still speaking
at the FiCF retreat in Fresno. But over the phone,
John told her not to worry, because he was safe and
sound in one of the shelters, enjoying his j§all-you-
can-eatj” meals and disserts, as well as VIP treat-
ment due to his white hairjXwhat an incentive to
aging naturally and gracefully! We returned home in
a few days and found our house still standing. We
were amazed at Godj|s special protection upon one
of our pastor friendsj} home, because both front and
back yards were burning when the couple
evacuated, but found the house only slightly dam-
aged when they returned! As the church family got
together to share our experience, we noted a
deepened sense of the transient nature of human life
and material possessions on earth!

On the day before Thanksgiving, we marveled
at the birth of a grandniece, a premature 2-1b-10-o0z
miracle baby still in an incubator at the time of this
writing! Again, we are deeply grateful for Godj|s
special grace upon her and her mother, just as it
was upon our 3-lb-god-grandson and his mother in
2005. Besides this new life; we also shared the joy
at the wedding of a nephew, with whom we had
been neighbors in our old Victorian duplex in San
Francisco, during those precious years when he was
one until he was eight years old.

Since November, a young adult group has
been meeting in our home for fellowship every Friday
night. While not quite energetic as we were years
ago when we hosted the same age groups in our
previous homes, we still find it a joy serving in this
capacity, for these people certainly keep us forever
young at heart!

Merry Christmas! May the Good News of
Jesus Christj|s Birth become a reality in your lives!

John & Dora, Christmas, 2007

(12230 Sintonte Ct., San Diego,
CA 92128; 858-592-2426)
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December 2007

Season's Greetings
from the Tongs family !

EZA

Year 2007 has been kind to us and the most
significant event for Becky was the sale of our old
home in Kalamazoo where the family spent the best
years! ?? The 2007 wild fire in San Diego was a very
scary experience and we are thankful that our area
was spared.

Donald's sister and her son's family visited us in
early summer and we'd a lot of fun with our relatives
especially the grand nephews. ? In late September,
we took a 12-day tour in China where Hansen visited
Tiananmen Square, Great Wall, Terro Cotta Warriors
in Xian, West Lake, Guilin and other cultural and
scenic attractions for the first time. ? The itinerary
was very tight and we were glad to have a few
relaxing days in Hong Kong afterword.

Donald is still fully invested in his second "career"
in painting and Becky is dreaming that some day he
will receive a handsome “financial" return!! ? Becky
managed to get a more flexible vacation allowance
from her company and probably will stay full time for
awhile!?? Hansen has been with Northrop Grumman
for almost two years and began to "think" (probably
will be a long process!!) about an advanced degree!
?? Donald's niece is now living with us while study-
ing English at San Diego State, and we all will take a
short cruise to Carbo San Locus in Mexico during
the holiday.

We wish you a joyous season and a prosperous
2008!1? Please drop us a few lines and stay in-touch
( tongdonbky@yahoo.com).

With Warm Wishes,
Becky, Donald and Hansen
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